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WELLOW

introduction ) 7

Wellow is probably best known for its maypole., Every year, local people and
visitors gather on and around the green to celebrate the arrival of spring with music
and dancing. Exactly when Wellow's maypole dancing began is not known but the village
itself bas a long and interesting history that can be traced back through the
centuries using a variety of historical squrce laterialt This pack attempts to provide
an illustrative range of archival and printed material that while certainly not
coamprebensive may provide the basis for a fuller explanation of doculcntafy evidence,

Wellow is a small village of about 500 inhabitants, 1t lies about a mile east
of Ollerton and eleven miles west of Newark, Running through the north of the village
is the A616, a busy road that passes between Newark and Ollerton. Froam the south
Wellow cun be approached from Eakring, along a pleasant, meandering road thai leads
the visitor into the heart of the village,where pretty cottages cluster around the
triangular bhaped green,

For most of its history Wellow earned its living from agriculture, and the
fortunes of the village and its paoplé have been closely tied to the land. As the
parish sits largely on keuper marl, which produces heavy clay so0il, farmers and
labourers must have had hard working lives. In a tew-places the predominance of
lighter soils usually reflects the presence of bunter sandstone, and this rock can be
seen in the village itself, providing a foundution for several cottages, By the
nineteenth century the range of local occupations was still pfﬁdbninantly rural, but

it had widened out to include sane'prétesnional occupations and for a time chairmaking
became an important local industry,

Une of the most interesting aspects of Wellow's history is its long association
with Rufford Abbey, In fact from 1146, when Gilbert de Gant founded Rufford, the
development of the two places has been closely associated., Indeed Wellow is thdught
to have been created by villages displaced from existing settlements (Cratley, Grimston,

Wirchenfield and Rufford villages) as the Abbey sought to extend its land for sheep
' faruing and to achieve the Cisterian ideal of spiritual seclusion..

In medieval times the inhabitanis of Wellow had an uneasy relationship with
the abbot and monks of nearby Rufford Abbey, with sometimes vigorous. disputes arising
over the building of houses and the ownership of woodland, Then, after dissolution
the village had close, though happier linki, with the Savile family, who occupied
Rufford until its sale in 1938, Tne Dukes of Neéwcastle, who lived at Clumber, were
also influential in Wellow's history, and suwong the families of local iﬁportance
were the holyneux, the Hastings and Foliots,
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THE ANCIENT ORIGINS _OF WELLOW

¥Wellow was not listed in the Domesday Book. Infact, it id thought that WGllow'
came into existence as a result of the founding of a Cistercian Abbey at Rufford in
the twelfth century, '

At the time of the Domesday survey this region contained thyoc settlements:
Grimston, Cratley and Rufford itself, Grimston 1§y on the present day Ollerton
Newark road, one mile east of w:llﬁw, near the crest of what is known as Grimston Hill.
(North of this site is the earthwork known as Jordan Castle, which is the site of the
fortified manor house of Grimston), Rufford settlement is thought to have been in the
area of the Old Kennels, but had disappeared b& 1218, The third was Cratley, which
was & large village at Domesday, with twenty two villeins and two bordars having nine
ploughs, as well as two ploughs in desmesne. The site of Cratley is thought to
approximate with what is now North Laithes Farm,

The foundation of Rufford Abbey by Gilbert de Gant in 1146 hearlded the destruction
of existing villages-a usual Cistercian pratice. A charter exists, witnessed by
two archdeacons within the first decade of Rufford's founding, which details an
agfeement dispossessing the peasants of RHufford and compensating them for their loss.
As for Cratley, the Cistercian grange here (which was first mentioned in 1160) was
established in the centre of the village, with the result that the village gradually
di&iuished, and had finally disappeared by 13292, as the grange became established.-

It is possible that there is a link between the disappearance of Rufford and
Cratley and the emergence of Wellow, The village of Grimston was not immediately
affected by these changes but ultimately declined owing probably to the more attractive
siting of Wellow, Historians bhelieve that Wellow may stand on the sokeland of the -
manor of Grimston, which was assessed at Domesday at 4 boiates, part of the manor
of Mansfield, and another 14 bovates of sokeland of the same manor. It is thought
that some of the displaced pe;sants, made free by the abbot of Rufford, were allowed
to jein a small settlement of sokemen, and the fact that parts of the parish church
of St, Bwithin date back to the twelfth century help to confirm the emergence of the
village of Wellow at that time,

In one :of the earliest references to the 'new' village of Wellow, a dispute
between the villagers and Rufford Abbey early in the thirteenth century provides proof
that the Wellow men were free, and suggest strongly that they had connections with -

" Rufford land which they were reluctant to give up., 1In the Pipe Roll of 1207 the abbot
of Rufford accounts for ten marks for ‘license to build houses and place men on his land
next to the great way tg defend his wood in which men of Wellow were accustomed to hunt
‘provided that he does n&i obstruct the Kings highwayf The villagers did not accept
this quietly, for two years later they were fined the large sum of 20 marks for knocking
the abbot's houses down., More legal methods were attempted the foll®wing year when
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three individuals tried, and failed, to persuade the King's court that the abbot
has disseised them of common pasture in Grimston and Wellow.

The inhabitants of Wellow obvioully.diaplayod a very independent nature, and
it may well be this which led to the earthworks surrounding the village,today known
as the Gorge Dyke. One theory suggests that the. earthwork is 2 'hay' of the Dark Ages
which mas occupied -by the two sokeman referred to at the time of Domesday, and another
that the 'hay' was a division denoting the boundary of the Royal forest, The place
name of Wellow actually means 'an enclosure near a spring', which presumably refers
to the earthworks encircling the village; the spring emerges north west of the village
and feeds Wellow Dam, As the enclosure in question is not big enough to constitute
a deer park or similar, it is more likely that it was for communal defence, -

Much of the character of the earthwork is still evident today. On the south west
side of the villege the ditch takes advantage of the course of a small stream whiéh
has cut through the marl to the sandstone below. On the north side the ditch has been
filled in, but its line is traceable by property boundaries. On the north east side
it is about 8 feet deep and the inner bank is ;ery pronounced. South of the road
going towards Grimston. the bank is dispersed to form an 1nnerhp1atforl, and the ditch
is wide and shallow. 1t has again been filled in at the south east corner, Although
it is known as Gorge Dyke, there is no record of this name before the 19th century.

It is now scheduled as an Ancient Monument by the Department-of the Environment.

Another unusual feature of Wellow is its village green,one of only two large grsens
in Nottinghamshire (the other is at Car Colston). 1ts triangular shape is also
extremely rare, The origins of the green may lie in the need of the original dwellers
to have an open area 1n'tﬁe centre of the moated settlement to impound their stock to
prevent plundering by attackers. However, it is knowg that Richard Foliot, whose son
giveg his name to Jordan Caqﬁle, obtained pernission'for a market at Wellow in 1268,
This would suggest that the green was a medieval market place, However its unusual
shape and siting, the existence of other defensive sites in the area, and the anarchy
during King Stephen's reignh, tend to suggest that the green did indeed .serve as a
compound into which cattle could be driven,

More information about the above can be found in The Rufford Charters {Thoroton
Society Records) and an article 'Cistercian Land Clearances in Nottinghamshire:
Three Deserted Villages and their Moated Successor' written by Professor M.W. Barley,
which appeared in Nottingham Medieval étudies Yol, 1 (1957),
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THE RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS OF WELLOW

lA church has stood on tﬁe present lltg.in wWellow for eight hundred years,
Indeed part of the church, the small window in the north wall, dates from the year
1190, Since that time many additions and alterations have been carried out, with
the tower dating mainly from the fourteenth century, There are three bells in the
" tower, each with its own inscription., These read:- ’
Gloria in Excelsis Deo 1560
God save the Church 1635
Jesus be our Guide 1660
At one time the pancake bell used to be rung in Wellow church at 11,a.m, on Shrove
Tuesday, but this custom has been discontinued for some time, (See caption No.13
for bellringing custom in connection with Lady Waldane),

The east window of the chancel is in memory of William S, ward surgeon, vho
lived at Wellow Hall during the time it was a hospital and dispensary for the poor
( see the hisforical background to the extract from White's Directory, No.15). At
the turn of the century, the Hall was occupied by the vicar, before he moved to the
‘present vicarage on Potter Lane, which is a converted rarmhouse.‘

Probably the most famous incurbent of Wellow was William Mompesson, who came
to the village in 1663, After two years he then went to Eyam in Derbyshire, and
ministered there whilst plague decimated the village's population. Three years
after the plague had passed, Mompesson went to Eakrinz, but superstition was strong'
and the inbhabitants would nat have him in the village, For a time he was'rorceg.to
live in a hut in Rufford Park. '

Nonconformity is strong in this part of Nottinghamshire, and at one time
wellow was able to boast two Methodist chapels, The Primitive Methodist Chapel .
was built in 1847, and stands on the green near the maypole, The Wesleyans had

their chapel in Billet Lane, but it was vacated when they and the Primitive

Methodists united, It is now used as a workshop, and the chapel on the green was

converted into a private dwelling in 1987,
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THE . MAYPOLE

May Day cclebration; are oﬁe of many rural traditions where origins are lost
in the past, bﬁt which for centuries added unfounded entertainment to the agricultural
year. In a similar tradition, the}o'were performances of Plough Monday'plays and
entertainment was also provided by Mummers and Morris Dancers.

Maypoles have certainly existed since medieval times, providing a focal point
for May Day dancing, music and revelry. However, the Puritans were suspicious of
their possible origin in early pagan rites and felt they represented a challenge to
the Established Church, and many polés were uprooted in the 1640's, This superstition
came to an end with the restoration ofCharles Ez; when May Day celebrations were
revived. During this century the influence of modern forms of entertainment and
changing compunity values led to a decline in May Day festivities, though in recent
years there has been a great revival of interest in maypole dancing and other rustic

festivities, only four permanent maypoles remain in the whole of England.

The existence of a Wellow maypole can be traced as far back as 1856 (see the
Guardian Journal 2nd May, 1972) and on the 9th May, 1860 a new pole had to be erected,
as the old one had been sawn down during a drinking spree a few weeks earlier. To
commemorate Queen Victoria's jubilee in 1887, a new pole was given by Sir John Savile,
which had thrée cross-piecés near its summit, painted spiral decoration and a seat
around the base. In 1823 the jubilee maypole was replaced by.Llord Savile, and this
pole lasted until 1837, when it was found to be unsafe and cut down from 60 feet to
20 feet, In 1949, this pole was finally chopped down for safety reasons, and in 1950
a8 new pole was bought from the Rufford Estate;at this time a maypole committee was '
formed to carry on the tradition and orégnise the event, The 1950 pole lasted until
1966 when it was damaged by storm, and was taken down and sold for firewocod. Anoéher
pole of larch was obtained from Thoresby Estate, but 63 finding it had not been
properly seasoned, it was deélared unsafe by Nottinghamshire County Council and,in
1976 it was chopped down to half size. That year the dancing toock place round the
reduced pole, Later in 1976 the remainder of the pole was taken down, and 1977, with
the help of a heritage year grant,a three section 60 foot tubular steel pole was
purchased from Abacus Engineering of Sutton in Ashfield. This present pole is decorated
with three cross pieces with metal crown shapes at each end, and surmounting the pole is
a weathervane made by a local engineer,

The actual dancing celebrations at Wellow have not been continuous during this

century, Festivities stopped during World Wwar 1, and again during the Second World
War,
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Originally celebrations t&ok place on May Day itself, but ;n_recent years
they have been held on Bpfiqg.Bank Holiday Monday. A principal part of the proceedings
is the crowning of the May Queen, who is chosen by a secret ballot of villages held
earlier in the year, the girls have to be between 12 and 17 years of age. During
the testivities the new Queen is crowned by'the retiring Queen, and then takes her
place on the May throne to watch the maypole dancing, She is accompanied by four
maids of honour who are selected according to the results of the poll, and a retinue
that includes the herald, bugle blower, posy bearers, train bearers and a crown bearer.
There seems to be no firm evidence on the origin of the dances performed at Wellow, but
within living memory among the dances performed are the Gypsies Tent, Single Plait,
Double Plait, Spiders wéb, Circling and Amo Amas, As well as being a much loved event
by local people, Wellow's maypole celebrations atract many visitors, sometimes
numbering up to 2,000, depending on the weather, '

PLOUGH MONDAY FESTIVITIES

Until the early part of this century, it was traditional for the Plough Monday
play fo be performed by the young men of Wellow. The 'plough boys' would go from
door to door, on the second uonday'in January, acting out the play, and would be
rewarded with refreshments for their efforts. ’

The Plough Monday pluy was not peculiar to Wellow, as the tradition is known
to have been popular in Lincolnshire. The words were handed down from generation
to generation, with locai variations, and it is thought that this particular
festivity came to an end in Wellow at about the time of the first world war.

-
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PLOUGH MONDAY

WELLOW : 2nd uohdax in January
First man knocks, opens door and walks in saying:
In comes 1, who's never been before
with five jolly actors at your door

Some can whistle, some can sing,
With your good consent, we will walk in,

3rd Man,

In comes 1, Dick, Be-elzebub,

On my shoulder I carry my club

In my had a whit-leather pan

Don't you think I'm & very good man.

4th Man,

In comes I the thresher

1've fought and threshed till I got down
to the battle of Waterloo

And so, old Thomas, I'11 fight you,

They fight, in which Thomas kills the other,

S§th Deb Jane,

OR Tom, Oh Tom; what has thou done,
Thou'st been and slain my only son,

I1f 1 1ive in hopes, 1'l1 buyfive ropes
And tie my nose to a manger

They call the Doctor,
Come .in Doctor. How long have you been a doctor? and where have you been.

Doctor: In England, Ireland, ‘Scotland, Spain,
Over the hills and back again.

What can you cure?’

Ipsey, pipsey, palsy, gout, pain within
and pain without, set a leg or draw a tooth,
and raise the dead to life again,

Lifts dead man up,

-

Song at finish,
Good masters and good mistresses
As you sit by your fire

Remember us poor ploughboys
Who plough in mud and mire,

Collection and food.
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1a Photographs

1b General view of Jordan Castle site,

1hi; composite photograph shows the ancient earthworks of Jordan Castle,
which lie approximately halt‘a mile north of Wellow village. These are the
remains of a medieval moated site, where Richard Foliot (the father of Jordan)
was giien licence by King Henrylziz to 'crenellate’ or,toftity his manor house
of Grimston in 1264, (The village of Grimston has since disappeared). He also
-had free warren and lecnreq the grant of a‘narket at Wellow, 1In 1298, Richard
Foliot and bis son Jordan died within five weeks of one another, and the
ipheritance was divided betwaeﬁ Richard's two daughters, one of whom married
Hugh de Hastings of Norfolk. The manor of Grimston fell to Sir Hugh Hastings,
and presumably Jordan Castle then ceased to be occupied. Only the approximately
circulur earthwork now exists, but it is interesting to note that at some point
the whole area was ploughed for arable land, as ridge and furrow is clearly
visible over the whole site including the inner fortified circle. Today the

earthworks are on private land, a part of Jordan Castle Farm,and are a scheduled
ancient monument, '

Part of Sanderson's Map 1835 twenty miles around Mansfield, drawn in great
detail showing Wellow and the surrounding countryside.

3a Part of the Enclosure Map of Wellow 1842 ghowing how the land was divided
between such people as the Earl of Scarborough and The.Duke of Newcastle.
Enclosure came late to Wellow, The land immediately umround Wellow had been
enclosed earlier, so it was the outlying areas, woods and waste that were next
enclosed by the 1842 award, |

3b A section from the typed-copy of Wellow enclosure award, Stated in the script ‘

is “one public carriage road or highway called the Wellow and Eakring Road".

4 Wellow Tithe Map AT 143
5 Ordnance Survey Map of Wellow dated 1885, Scale 25inch to 1 mile.

6 A grant of a messuage and croft in Wellow (Wellagh) from George Ellott, a
yeoman to Stephen Camme, also a yeoman, 13 January 1587/8 DDT 87/5

7 Presentments made to the manor court in October, 1641 DDBO 47
The pains (fines) imposed under Wellow's manorial bye-laws had their origin
inu the medieval system of local government. By this system the lord of the
munor, through the manorial court, exercised strict controls over many aspects
of local life, including the regulation of bread and ale, the care of hedges,
and the taking of wood for building or fuel supplies;

8 Parish Baptisms for 1791 PR 19002
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® Inventory of the 'Goods and Chattels'of Frances Blyton, 1724 PRNW (Retford)
A True and Perfect lnventory of the Goods and Chattels of Frances Blyton
late of Wellow, Spinster Deceased taken October 2nd 1724.

lmprimis., Purse and Apparell : D; :
A Bed and Beding upon it 1 10 0
Land Iron and other lron things 0 5 0 .
2 Chairs and Long Settle 0 3 0
Brass and Fewter 1] 7 6
Linnen 0 10 o
Bills and Bonds . 100 0 o
2 Lookeing Glasses and Books 0 10 O
Boxes Trunks and other Hustlements 0 10 o0
108 17 &6

Appraised by us
Wm, Challand
wWilliam Leverton

10 The will of Charles Cougill, fellmonger., 13th January, 1806,

11 The last Will and Testament of John Hart, Harness Maker, of Wellow
' - February, 1835, PRNW
Information from the parish register tells us that John Hart married-
Elizabeth Turner, also of Wellow on the 17th December 1799. She subsequently
bore him six children, Their first born wax a son, Thomas, who was baptised on
7th September, 1800, but died aged two years in September, 1802, In the same year
their daughter Mary was born, and daughters Elizabeth, Sarah and Ann followed in
1804, 1807 and 1809 respectively. Their only other son, William, was borm in
August 1811, but perhmps the strain of childbearing had proved too much as thn's
wife, Elizabeth, died the following June aged 34 years. . .
Obviously, life would have been very difficult for a widower with five
children under tenm years old, so John engaged a housekeeper, Ann Cutts, to look
after his family, It can be deduced from the will that eventually Ann and John

lived together, and Ann bore him a son, John, However, they never legalised their

position, and it can be seen from the Will that John Hart was very concerned about
the welfare of Ann and her childrea (some of which were perhaps not John Hart's) .
and was insistent that provtsion of three shillings a week or her board be giv-n
presumably to avoid deatitution, by his son William,
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12 A page from a parish accounts book, showing disbu(r)sment(s) ie,payments of

Wo. Cougill and Wm, Walker, overseers of'the poor, from April, 1819 to
April, 1820 PR 19033 ’ .

From Elizabethan times onwards parish overseers bore the brunt of respohsibzltts
for the poor. Families who fell on hard times would appear again and again in thé
parish accounts, as for example did the Parnell family of Wellow between 1813 and
1822, On the page shown 1s. 6d, was paid on th; 18 June to mend Parnell's smock
frock and on the 24 August, a payment .was made for *Cloth for coat Parnell and

wescoat',

13  Extract from the Church Wardens Account book for the year ending Easter 1871,

PR 19,034 Church Accounts,

An interesting item from the accounts is the 7 shillings paid for ale,
for the bell ringers, This originates from when Lady Waldne, a guest at Wellow
Hali became lost whilst waelking in Wellow woods, she found her way back to the
village by following the sound of church bells. 1In gratitude to thé,bell ringers
she bequeathed £14.00 to the church to be invested and the interest paid to the

ringers, providing the bells are rung on the 19th September each year in her
memory, this custom still exists today,

14 The settlement examiﬁation of William Blyton, 11th June 1785 * PR 12,102

‘William Blyton,son of William and Alice Blyton, was baptised at wellow on
41st June 1752.. He would therefore be 33 years of age at this Examination,
He did not marry at Wellow, nor were the three children mentioned born there,
Under a 1662 Settlement Act‘pérnanent residence in a parish was limited to those
people born in a particular parish, or who had servﬁd 8 full apprenticeship, worked
for 52 wecks or served in a parish office. If a person was not entitled to a
‘settlenent' they would be moved to their last place of legal settlement, In
order to establish a persons right to settle in a parish it was sometimes

necessary for an enquiry ie 'examination' to be’held, usually before the justices
of the peace. ’ o '

|15  Hiatorical background to Whites directory entry, 1864

16  Typescript copy of wellow school foundation deed. PR 19,050
Wellow schoal stands between The Durham Ox public house and Rock House
Newark Road, It has not been used as a school for many years but it is still
in use for certain functions, so is still part of village life,
In the year 1855 the Duke of Ngwcastle granted a piece of land for the purpose
of building & school. The school was for the poor children,also the adults of
the parish, It was not to be used for any other purpose, to be granted in truaé
to the minister and chufchvardens for the parish of Wellow. The minister of

Wellow was Frederick Savile Lumley, The documents for -the land were signed by
him 9th January, 1856,
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17

18

19

20

Census Returns for 1851.

Rufford Estate Sale Cutalogue Extract 1838, _

Probably the most important event in the recent history of the village of
Wellow was the sale of Rufford Abbey and its estate on 22nd November, 1838, A
large proportion of the farms, buildings and dwelling houses in the village were
owned by the estate, so when death duties forced the Savile family to sell Rufford
Abbey and its estate of over 15,500 acres, it had a prbtound-tttect on the locality.

. The extract from the sale catalogue (page 40) gives some idea of the scope of the

auction, Many farms and buildings were bought by the existing tenants, but the
sale also provided apportunitiés for others outside the village bringing new
inhabitants to the village,

. The sele also made possible the rationalisation of land holdings as the
Estate regrouped various fields before the sale, This is why, for 1nniance,
Church Farm appears to be held by four people, Until this time, holdings had been
scattered around the village, probably as a hangover from the days of the Open Field

system, and s0 in 1938 they were rcarrénged to largely provide farm holdings in
more manageable blocks of land.

The appointment of a gamekeeper by Lord Savile of Rufford, to cover surrounding

villages including Wellow, 1st March, 1758 DDSR 218/12

Rufford Hounds,

The kennels were originally near Rufford Abbey in the Park. The Rufford

Pack of Hounds was sold by auction in 1872 and was taken to Gonalston for the

auction. This was for ease of access as Gonalston liea between Lowdham and

Thurgarton Railway Stations. In 1904 a new complex was built at Jordan Castle,

Wellow for the Rufford Hunt,

In 19850 the Rufford Hunt amalgamated with the Grove and is now known as the
Grove and Rufford Hung. The kennels at Jordan éastle were sold at that time,-
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